“Lunar New Year Dance Sampler”

Saturday, February 7, 2009, 2PM, 

Performance at Flushing Town Hall,

                   137-35, Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY 11354
Kathak is the classical dance style of North India. It had it’s birth in the temple, where it was used as pantomime to accompany the recitation of the Kathaks, the professional story-tellers who recounted and interpreted tales from Hindu mythology. The word Kathak literally means telling a story. It soon involved dance and song as these divine rhapsodist reached the point of ecstasy in their devotion. 

1) Tarrana- Prominent singing style with drum syllables and lyrical vocal notes in Indian classical style. Tarana dance is very graceful, yet still brings the same power of technique followed by dance syllables, graceful movements and rhythmic dialogues. It concludes with a Jugalbandi in a competitive mood. 
2) Prarambh- music composed by Pt. Ravi Shankar for the India Festival in Russia. Choreography compliments and beautifully blended the graceful movements of Kathak Dance technique. 
Performers are: Kavita Mohini Tajeshwar, Ayushi Singh, Pooja Bharadwaj, Jaya Nauth, Henna Khanijou, Kaveeta Maharaj, Annu Maharaj, Priya Bharadwaj, Vidhisha Ajmeera, Sonya Devi Singh, Alyssa Droopad, 

Coordinater: kavita Sazawal

Choreographer: Pandit S.N. Charka


Queens Center- East-West School of Dance:

The East-West School of Dance was established in 1981, in the Hindu Center, located in Queens, New York. In fact, this center as many talented dancers graduated in Kathak Dance. These proficient dancers brought awareness in Kathak dance and popularity to the school, by dancing in popular gatherings such as the Liberty Science Center, and South Street Seaport. Pt. S.N. Charka has been traveling with the queen’s centers students many cities in Canada and the United States such as Washington D.C, Boston, Florida, California, South Carolina, etc. Number of young people from the tri-state area are now part of the East-West School of Dance. Pt. S. N. Charka’s effectual talent and aptitude has made little children great dancers through effort and time, and this we must immensely appreciate.

Pandit S.N. Charka, director, East-West School of Dance, 
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